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Young people are the present and the future of the Western Balkans. To secure a more prosperous future
for their citizens and improve their chances of EU accession, one of the key issues countries in the region
need to address is the challenges facing their youth. More and more young people from the Western
Balkans are working, however the overall unemployment rate stands at around a third of the young
population. Many are emigrating because of a lack of employment opportunities. Given the brain drain
challenge that the region faces, creating a dynamic economy where young innovators can flourish is of vital
importance. Listening to the perspectives of young people on these questions and actively including their
voices in discussions is therefore crucial. Furthermore, creating opportunities for young people from the EU
and from the Western Balkans to network and to advocate together to secure a European future for the
Western Balkans is also of primary importance.

In the context of this annual EU-Western Balkans Summit, Friends of Europe and its partners have brought
together a delegation of youth representatives from the Western Balkan region and from the EU, to
mainstream the issues which are important to them throughout the discussions of all sessions and to
facilitate dialogue between youth from both regions. Facilitated by United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
and by the network of partners of Debating Europe, these delegates will actively intervene in sessions and
provide recommendations to promote the youth agenda across the Western Balkans and the EU.
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* For the United Nations Development Programme, references to Kosovo in this document accordingly shall be
understood to be in the context of Security Council resolution 1244 (1999). For the European Union, This
designation used is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UN Security Council resolution
1244/99 and the International Court of Justice Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence;
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