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About the EYL40 I

Programme

The European Young Leaders (EYL40) programme, led by
Friends of Europe, is a unique, inventive and multi-stakeholder
programme that aims to promote a European identity by
engaging the continent’s most promising talents in initiatives
that will shape Europe’s future.

The European Young Leaders represent promising European
leadership from all over the continent, with a wide variety
of backgrounds including politics, business, civil society,
academia, arts, science and the media.

EYL40 is organised under the patronage of the Board of

Trustees of Friends of Europe. The programme was initially
conceived in a joint partnership with EuropaNova.

Our partners

Q Fondazione
John S. Latsis Ssﬁkﬁulzhg
Public Benefit Foundation

Co-funded by the
Europe for Citizens Programme
of the European Union
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Charles-

FRANCE
Director at the French Ministry of Heal

and Solidarity

Currently, Charles-Pierre is Director in charge of the project
‘Vaccination Information Systems” at the French Ministry of Health
and Solidarity. He is a French engineer and cybersecurity specialist
leading the organisation that advises the French government on digital
matters. Previously, seeking to combine his technical skills with public
service, Charles-Pierre worked at the French National Cybersecurity
Agency (ANSSI), where he was tasked with finding offensive viruses,
tracing their source, and identifying contaminated computers to
neutralise the threat. Charles-Pierre’s diverse career has also included
him supervising the deployment of an electric vehicle (EV) fleet in the
United States and co-authoring a book on 3-D printing.




Anne Kjaer Bathel

GERMANY
CEO of ReDI School of Digital Integration

Anne is CEO of the ReDI School of Digital Integration, a vocational
training programme in Germany that teaches programming and tech
skills to asylum seekers. Previously, while working as a corporate social
responsibility consultant, Anne developed and implemented Samsung
onics award-winning corporate social responsibility strategy for
he then spent two years in Japan, researching open social
ived the prestigious Rotary Peace Fellowship. In 2012,
ge Innovation Lab, which focuses on how
and measurable social change toward

UNITED KINGDOM

MONTENEGRO

worked as the General Director of MontenegroS™Big
‘Buducnost’. Velibor has worked on developing the entre
ecosystem and enhancing SMEs in Montenegro, and is currently
President of the ‘Center for development and entrepreneurial
society’.




FjoralbaCaka

ALBANIA
former Albanian deputy minister of justice

Fjoralba is the former Albanian minister of justice covering European
integration and anti-corruption policies. Having started her career as an
academic teaching EU Law, she has maintained an ongoing cooperation
with civil society organisations. She also served as a lawyer on issues
related to strategic litigation and offered legal aid for people in need and
for marginalised communities. In addition, she has led projects focusing
on youth and national anti-corruption campaigns, including “Fighting
Corruption in the Higher Education System” and “Bookworm Project —
outdoors mini-library”.

Mila Carovska

NORTH MACEDONIA

North Macedonian Minister for Education

and Science

Mila is a North Macedonian politician that has been in governme
since 2017. Mila is an avid promoter of human rights whose prof
career to date has been marked by a commitment to social w
on behalf of the most vulnerable and threatened citizens, wh
it be Roma, disadvantaged youth, drug addicts, victims of d
violence and so on. Projects she has managed over the ye
organising drama workshops with children housed in instit
hosting educational workshops, offering consultations for
and their families, and conducting field research. Mila ha
platform as Minister to advocate for gender equality, th
violence against women, and anti-discrimination.

Matthew Caruana Galizia

MALTA

Journalist and Lead Engineer for the Paradise
Papers Investigation

Matthew is a renowned Maltese journalist and software engineer with a
distinguished career that spans over a decade. Having previously worked
for the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), he co-
founded the organisation’s Data & Research Unit in 2014 and was a lead
engineer on six major investigations, namely Offshore Leaks, Swiss Leaks,
Luxembourg Leaks, Fatal Extraction, Panama Papers and Paradise Papers.
The Unit’s core work on the Panama Papers notably won a Pulitzer Prize for
explanatory reporting in 2017. He left the organisation in 2018 to continue
working on the case around the assassination of his mother, Daphne
Caruana Gallizia.




BELGIUM

Armin Cerkez

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Founder and CEO of Youth Power

Armin founded Youth Power, an influential Bosnian NGO which pushes for
non-violence, human rights and tolerance in the country. The inspirational
work he did on Program Y led to the inclusion of gender-based violence
prevention in school curricula. Coming from a region that has historically
sred from religious violence, Armin has championed the need for more
ialogue. He has also brought his message directly to citizens,
o,prevent alcohol abuse, sexually transmitted diseases

LITHUANIA

knowledg
heads Lithuanias

to the role of coordinator at the European

programme office in Lithuania, as well as a number G
including the Latin American culture festival ‘In Latino and
cinema project for youths ‘Cine Book' in Lithuania.




Jasna Gabric

SLOVENIA
Mayor of Trbovlje, Slovenia

Jasna is the mayor of Trbovlje, a former mining town in Slovenia. A member
of the municipal council since the age of 25, she was the youngest
Slovenian mayor when elected. Unemployment in her town has fallen
by almost half thanks to her role in implementing a successful incubator
for start-ups. Her effort also focussed on reforming the municipality to
make it more efficient and responsive. These achievements have received
yidespread recognition, in particular from the City Mayors Foundation
amed her Mayor of Distinction. She is seen as a role model for
politicians.

ITALY



Hera Hussain

Founder of CHAYN

Karoli Hindriks

Founder and CEO of Jobbatical

Karoli is an Estonian entrepreneur and creator of the forward-looking
global mobility company Jobbatical. On a mission to make immigration
more resourceful, Jobbatical is changing individuals' lives and building
high-performing teams by relocating exceptional people to impactful
tech jobs around the world. Since founding her first company at the
age of 16, officially making her the youngest inventor in her native
Estonia, Karoli has been on a fast-track to setting up innovative
initiatives. She is regularly counted amongst today’s most influential
women, having received numerous awards and speaking at notable
international events. Thanks to her influence, she also led the launch
of seven television channels in Northern Europe, including National
Geographic Channels and MTV.

Hera is a Scottish activist, feminist and tech expert. Passionate about
empowering women, she created CHAYN as a global project run by
volunteers that crowdsources online resources to address gender-
based violence. CHAYN has reached more than 300,000 people
through its projects targeted to helping survivors of abuse. Hera is a
fervent believer in the power of open source technology and open
data as a tool to solve the world’s pressing issues. When she is not
busy running CHAYN, Hera works with governments and civil society
seeking to open data sets as a way to fight corruption.

Qéndron Kastrati

Mayor of Kamenica, Kosovo

Qéndron is the youngest mayor in Kosovo, having been elected to

lead the town of Kamenica at only 29. He is known for his progressive
approach, having a predominantly female cabinet. As mayor, he has

been resolute in his mission to make his town a genuinely multi-ethnic
community and to bridge existing ethnic divides. He reformed the local
education system and created a joint multi-ethnic school for Albanians,
Serbs and Roma children. He has also walked the talk by installing
translation booths in the municipal assembly, so Serbs can participate fully
in meetings.



Kamal Kharmach

Belgian Stand-Up Comedian

Kamal is one of the rising stars of the Belgian stand-up comedy scene,
winner of several awards. He openly tackles sensitive and personal issues,
such as obesity, discrimination and social injustice. Kamal was previously
the Director of the Flemish-Moroccan culture house Daarkom. This cultural
organisation seeks to bring about cultural exchange between diverse
groups. Kamal is also a well-known TV host. An immigrant and stand-up
comedian, he uses his platform to bring light to social abuses through

a positive and humorous approach. His mix of television shows range

from providing economic guidance for struggling companies, to blending
comedy with politics.

Ivan Lesay

Meeri Koutaniemi

Photographer, Documentary Filmmaker,
Cinematographer

Meeri is an internationally renowned Finnish photographer and
journalist, admired for her coverage of and portraits on human rights,
minorities and empowerment. She garnered significant attention for her
work on female genital mutilation in Kenya. This won her the Visa D'or
Daily Press Award at France’s most prestigious photojournalism festival,
Visa pour I'lmage, and the Freelens Award at the Lumix Photo Festival
in Hannover. She is also a seasoned documentary filmmaker, focusing
her attention on disadvantaged groups such as the ‘Findian’ community
in the US or transsexual Mayans in Mexico.

Co-Founder and CEO of Slovak Investment
Holding, Fiction Writer

Ivan is a political scientist, economic advisor and writer from Slovakia.
Shortly after joining the Slovak Ministry of Finance as advisor to the
minister, lvan instigated the setup of the Slovak Investment Holding (SIH).
Since being appointed its CEO in January 2017, Ivan has led this state-
owned fund in investing in strategic sectors of the economy, and driving
economic development throughout the country. He previously served
as deputy finance minister, and held leading roles during the Slovak
Presidency in the EU Council. lvan is a keen writer and has seen the
publication of a number of his works, including a popular study of the
2008 Financial Crisis he co-authored and a children’s book.



Domna

GREECE

Greek Deputy Minister for Labour
and Social Affairs

Domna is a Greek deputy minister and economist working on growth
strategy, capital markets and public finance. She was previously
reforms’ advisor to Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Leader of New Democracy
and Greek Prime Minister. Domna has advised several governmental
and non-governmental institutions including the UN Development
Programme, the British Council and the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO). She has also worked for the OECD in Paris

and Athens as an economist and competition expert. In addition

to her governmental work, Domna teaches economics courses at
Cambridge and University College London and has written a number
of publications and books.

Balint Misetics

HUNGARY
Civil Activist, Founder of ‘The City Is For All

Balint is a Hungarian social policy specialist whose work integrates research,
sacy and fieldwork. As of 2020, he is the senior advisor on social and
2y, for the Mayor of Budapest. Involved in civil activism since
founded The City Is For All, a community organisation
aomeless people and advancing housing justice.
ddress the root cause of housing and
otom of homelessness itself,
ae discourse and politics
. He also set up




Tomas Petricek

Czech Minister for Foreign Affairs

Tomas is a leading politician from the Czech Social Democratic Party.
A long-time activist, he quickly climbed through the ranks, rising from
MEP assistant to deputy minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs. In his

current portfolio, Toma$ has gained a reputation as a firm supporter of the
European project and a strong advocate for human rights. He has notably
been vocal about the Jamal Khashoggi assassination, Russia’s annexation of
Crimea and Israel’s occupation of the Golan Heights. He has also called for
the adoption of the UN Global Migration Pact, to ensure safe international

immigration.

Cristina Pozzi

Jonathan Petrides

Co-Founder and CEO of AllPlants

Jonathan is an innovative Cypriot serial entrepreneur who is convinced
that the best thing to do for the planet is to inspire far more people
to eat plants. He launched a successful vegan ready meals business in
2016. From their kitchen in London they use bold flavours and hyper
convenience to bring more plants onto plates across the UK. With
chef-made plant-based food delivered nationwide, they are inspiring
more people to eat healthily and in turn are helping the planet. Since
launching the company, he has received a number of culinary awards
for pushing the boundaries. Constantly striving to bring innovative
people together and easing citizens' lives, Jonathan previously
launched a Kenyan mobile banking app and a network of rural health
centres.

Co-Founder and CEO of Impactscool

Cristina is an Italian businesswoman and social entrepreneur pursuing
the world-changing challenge of bringing awareness to the impact

of emerging technology. After co-founding and eventually selling her
company Wish Days, she started Impactscool, a non-profit devoted to
stimulating reflection and critical thinking on the ethics of the fourth
industrial revolution and its new technologies. To this end, it encourages

citizens to adopt a more forward-thinking approach on the true meaning
of technological change. Cristina’s motto of “the future is open source” is
a hint to the understanding that our future is something we have to build

together. Possible future scenarios and their impacts on our everyday life
were explored in her book “Welcome to 2050”.



CROATIA

FRANCE

around showcasing
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story. Anne-Soléne has also been director o
the Louvre Museum, where she oversaw the acqui
he museum’s artwork. She played an instrumental role in in
availability of the world’s finest art to a greater number of people.

Marcelino Sambe

PORTUGAL

Principal Dancer with The Royal
Ballet in London

Marcelino, from Portugal, is a principal dancer with The Royal Ballet in
London. Born in the outskirts of Lisbon, Marcelino discovered from

an early age a talent and passion for dance, and was accepted to the
National Conservatory of Lisbon, before joining The Royal Ballet Upper
School. He rapidly made a name for himself in the ballet world, garnering
rave reviews from critics for his portrayals in Don Quixote and Les
Patineurs. Sambé’s dance awards include a silver medal at the Moscow
International ballet competition, first prize at the Youth American Grand
Prix and a gold medal at the USA International ballet competition.




LUXEMBOURG

and TVA¢
Luxembourg's pY

Luxembourg’s Democra

Committee on Employment and So€
intent to prioritise equal opportunities for

SWEDEN

particular as well as an equal platform for entreprene
actively engaged in charity work, including for cancer resea
former ambassador for SOS Children’s Villages and Fairtrade.

Baiba Skride

LATVIA

Classical Violinist

Baiba is an award-winning Latvian classical violinist who has performed
around the world with prestigious orchestras and renowned conductors.
Baiba has previously performed with the London Philharmonic Orchestrz
and the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. In 2019, she made an
appearance at the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal’s Classical Sp!
festival and the Grafenegg Festival with VVienna's Tonkdinstler Orchestra
An internationally sought-after chamber musician, Baiba also sings as
part of a long-established duo with her sister Lauma. She is anticipa

the release of her Bartok recording with the WDR Sinfonieorchester
Eivind Aadland.
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THE NETHERLANDS

Dobrica Veselinovic

SERBIA

Activist, Politician and Spokesperson for the
‘Do not let Belgrade d(r)own’ Movement

Dobrica, from Serbia, has been active in the civil sector in Belgrade for
the past decade, working for various NGOs and jumpstarting projects
related to urban development and education. It is his mission to advocate
for public spaces and mobilise citizens to participate in the politics of city
life. Dobrica is the founder of the collective ‘Ministry of Space’ and the
new political network ‘Civic Front’ — a network of grassroots initiatives and
organisations from over 20 cities in Serbia. He currently works with the
citizen movement ‘Don’t Let Belgrade D(r)own’, an initiative opposing the
Belgrade Waterfront redevelopment project, but one whose broader aims
include encouraging sustainable development and giving citizens voice to
influence their urban environments.

Vlad Voiculescu

ROMANIA
Romanian Minister for Health

Vlad is a Romanian politician, health policy expert and patient advocate,
currently serving as Minister for Health. After pursuing a career in finance, Vlad
became active in public service, serving as the Romanian Finance Minister’s
Chief of Staff and then as Minister of Health in the Dacian Ciolos government.
Since 2008, Vlad has been involved in patient advocacy, both at the national
and European level. He is the founder of an international network of volunteers
that helped over 2,500 cancer patients receive essential medicines that were
missing in Romania, a story that featured in the HBO documentary The Network'.
Vlad is also the Co-Founder of MagiCAMP, which seeks to provide support to
children diagnosed with cancer and other serious illnesses. For this work, the
European Parliament awarded Vlad its ‘European Citizen's Prize.



Chanvu Xu

Lea Wermelin

DENMARK
Danish Minister for the Environment

Lea is the Danish Minister for the Environment in the Mette Frederiksen
government. She describes herself as a ‘classic Social Democrat’ who
strongly believes in equality and the power of community. As the
daughter of a primary school teacher, she is passionate about the

role of education as an instrument for social change. Lea became

a passionate environmental advocate growing up in Bornholm, a
community-tight Danish island with leading policies on circular
economy, waste reduction and recycling. She has been involved in
politics for the past decade, originally serving as a Board Member of
the youth wing of the Social Democratic party. She has also worked in
Tanzania on local democracy projects.

IRELAND






Get in touch!

@ Discover and read our reports, analyses, highlights and more
www.friendsofeurope.org

y Follow us on Twitter
@friendsofeurope

Join us on Instagram
instagram.com/friendsofeurope

f Engage with us on Facebook
/friendsofeurope.foe

s Find us on LinkedIn
In linkedin.com/company/friends-of-europe

Py View pictures of our events
flickr.com/friendsofeurope.foe




Friends of Europe
Connect. Debate. Change.

+32 2 300 29 92
info@friendsofeurope.org
friendsofeurope.org

Friends of Europe is a leading think-tank that connects people, stimulates debate
and triggers change to create a more inclusive, sustainable and forward-looking Europe.
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