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EYL40 is organised under the patronage of Jean-Claude
Juncker, President of the European Commission, and the
Board of Trustees of Friends of Europe. The programme was
initially conceived in a joint partnership with EuropaNova.

About the EYL40
Programme

The European Young Leaders (EYL40) programme, led by
Friends of Europe, is a unique, inventive and multi-stakeholder
programme that aims to promote a European identity by
engaging the continent’s most promising talents in initiatives
that will shape Europe’s future.

The European Young Leaders represent promising European
leadership from all over the continent, with a wide variety
of backgrounds including politics, business, civil society,
academia, arts, science and the media.
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FRANCE
Secretary-General of the

Charles-Pierre is a French engineer and cybersecurity
leading the organisation that advises the French government o
matters . Previously, seeking to combine his technical skills with publi
service, Charles-Pierre worked at the French National Cybersecurity
Agency (ANSSI), where he was tasked with finding offensive viruses,
tracing their source, and identifying contaminated computers to
neutralise the threat. Charles-Pierre’s diverse career has also included
him supervising the deployment of an electric vehicle (EV) fleet in the
United States and co-authoring a book on 3-D printing.

Anne Kjar Bathel

GERMANY
CEO of ReDI School of Digital Integration

Anne is CEO of the ReDI School of Digital Integration, a vocational
training programme in Germany that teaches programming and tech
skills to asylum seekers. Previously, while working as a corporate social
responsibility consultant, Anne developed and implemented Samsung
Electronics” award-winning corporate social responsibility strategy for
Scandinavia. She then spent two years in Japan, researching open social
innovation and received the prestigious Rotary Peace Fellowship. In 2012,
Anne set up the Berlin Peace Innovation Lab, which focuses on how
technology is facilitating emerging and measurable social change toward
global peace.
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ALBANIA
Albanian Deputy Minister of Justice

Fjoralba is the Albanian minister covering European integration and anti=
corruption policies. Having started her career as an academic teaching
EU Law, she has maintained an ongoing cooperation with civil society
organisations. She also served as a lawyer on issues related to strategic
litigation and offered legal aid for people in need and for marginalised
communities. In addition, she has led projects focusing on youth and
national anti-corruption campaigns, including “Fighting Corruption in the
Higher Education System” and “Bookworm Project — outdoors mini-library”.



Matthew Caruana Galizia

MALTA

Journalist and Lead Engineer for the Paradise
Papers Investigation

Matthew is a renowned Maltese journalist and software engineer with a
distinguished career that spans over a decade. Having previously worked
for the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), he co-
founded the organisation’s Data & Research Unit in 2014 and was a lead
engineer on six major investigations, namely Offshore Leaks, Swiss Leaks,
Luxembourg Leaks, Fatal Extraction, Panama Papers and Paradise Papers.
The Unit's core work on the Panama Papers notably won a Pulitzer Prize for
explanatory reporting in 2017. He left the organisation in 2018 to continue
working on the case around the assassination of his mother, Daphne
Caruana Galizia.
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Armin Cerkez

Mila Carovska

NORTH MACEDONIA

Deputy Prime Minister of the
North Macedonian government

Mila is a North Macedonian politician that has been in government
since 2017. Mila is an avid promoter of human rights whose professional
career to date has been marked by a commitment to social work

on behalf of the most vulnerable and threatened citizens, whether

it be Roma, disadvantaged youth, drug addicts, victims of domestic
violence and so on. Projects she has managed over the years include
organising drama workshops with children housed in institutions,
hosting educational workshops, offering consultations for drug users
and their families, and conducting field research. Mila has used her
platform as Minister to advocate for gender equality, the elimination of
violence against women, and anti-discrimination.

BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA
Founder and CEO of Youth Power

Armin founded Youth Power, an influential Bosnian NGO which pushes for
non-violence, human rights and tolerance in the country. The inspirational
work he did on Program Y led to the inclusion of gender-based violence
prevention in school curricula. Coming from a region that has historically
suffered from religious violence, Armin has championed the need for more
inter-faith dialogue. He has also brought his message directly to citizens,
providing lessons to prevent alcohol abuse, sexually transmitted diseases
and violence in schools.
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Agnesta F1

LITHUANIA

Executive Director of the Vilnius Internatic
Film Festival (VIFF)

Agnesta is a Lithuanian image and executive specialist with extensive
knowledge of the creative industry and public advocacy. She currently
heads Lithuania’s annual Vilnius International Film Festival (VIFF) ‘Kino
Pavasaris, one of the biggest film festivals in the Baltic States. In 2019, VIFF
screened around 170 films in 17 cities, 34% of which were made by women
directors. Agnesta’s long career in the cultural environmental also extends
to the role of coordinator at the European Commission's 2007 MEDIA
programme office in Lithuania, as well as a number of cultural projects,
including the Latin American culture festival In Latino' and the educational
cinema project for youths ‘Cine Book' in Lithuania.



Jasna Gabric

SLOVENIA
Mayor of Trbovlje, Slovenia

Jasna is the mayor of Trbovlje, a former mining town in Slovenia. A member
of the municipal council since the age of 25, she was the youngest
Slovenian mayor when elected. Unemployment in her town has fallen
by almost half thanks to her role in implementing a successful incubator
for start-ups. Her effort also focussed on reforming the municipality to
make it more efficient and responsive. These achievements have received
yidespread recognition, in particular from the City Mayors Foundation
amed her Mayor of Distinction. She is seen as a role model for
politicians.
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Kamal Kharmach

Belgian stand-up comedian

Kamal is one of the rising stars of the Belgian stand-up comedy scene,
winner of several awards. He openly tackles sensitive and personal issues,
such as obesity, discrimination and social injustice. Kamal was previously
the Director of the Flemish-Moroccan culture house Daarkom. This cultural
organisation seeks to bring about cultural exchange between diverse
groups. Kamal is also a well-known TV host. An immigrant and stand-up
comedian, he uses his platform to bring light to social abuses through

a positive and humorous approach. His mix of television shows range

from providing economic guidance for struggling companies, to blending
comedy with politics.

Ivan Lesay

Meeri Koutaniemi

Photographer, Documentary Film-maker,
Cinematographer

Meeri is an internationally renowned Finnish photographer and
journalist, admired for her coverage of and portraits on human rights,
minorities and empowerment. She garnered significant attention for her
work on female genital mutilation in Kenya. This won her the Visa D'or
Daily Press Award at France’s most prestigious photojournalism festival,
Visa pour I'lmage, and the Freelens Award at the Lumix Photo Festival
in Hannover. She is also a seasoned documentary filmmaker, focusing
her attention on disadvantaged groups such as the ‘Findian’ community
in the US or transsexual Mayans in Mexico.

Co-Founder and CEO of Slovak Investment
Holding, fiction writer

Ivan is a political scientist, economic advisor and writer from Slovakia.
Shortly after joining the Slovak Ministry of Finance as advisor to the
minister, lvan instigated the setup of the Slovak Investment Holding (SIH).
Since being appointed its CEO in January 2017, Ivan has led this state-
owned fund in investing in strategic sectors of the economy, and driving
economic development throughout the country. He previously served
as deputy finance minister, and held leading roles during the Slovak
Presidency in the EU Council. lvan is a keen writer and has seen the
publication of a number of his works, including a popular study of the
2008 Financial Crisis he co-authored and a children’s book.



Balint Misetics
HUNGARY

Domna

GREECE

Deputy Minister of Labour and Social Affa
Greece

Domna is a Greek deputy minister and economist working on growth
strategy, capital markets and public finance. She was previously
reforms’ advisor to Kyriakos Mitsotakis, Leader of New Democracy
and Greek Prime Minister. Domna has advised several governmental
and non-governmental institutions including the UN Development
Programme, the British Council and the Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO). She has also worked for the OECD in Paris

and Athens as an economist and competition expert. In addition

to her governmental work, Domna teaches economics courses at
Cambridge and University College London and has written a number
of publications and books.

Civil activist, Founder of ‘The City Is For Al

Balint is a Hungarian social policy specialist whose work integrates research,
sacy and fieldwork. As of 2020, he is the senior advisor on social and
2y, for the Mayor of Budapest. Involved in civil activism since
ounded The City Is For All, a community organisation
aomeless people and advancing housing justice.
ddress the root cause of housing and
otom of homelessness itself,

ae discourse and politics
. He also set up
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FRANCE
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Marcelino Sambe

PORTUGAL

Principal dancer with The Royal
Ballet in London

Marcelino, from Portugal, is a principal dancer with The Royal Ballet in
London. Born in the outskirts of Lisbon, Marcelino discovered from

an early age a talent and passion for dance, and was accepted to the
National Conservatory of Lisbon, before joining The Royal Ballet Upper
School. He rapidly made a name for himself in the ballet world, garnering
rave reviews from critics for his portrayals in Don Quixote and Les
Patineurs. Sambé’s dance awards include a silver medal at the Moscow
International ballet competition, first prize at the Youth American Grand
Prix and a gold medal at the USA International ballet competition.
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Baiba SKric

LATVIA
Classical Violinist

Baiba is an award-winning Latvian classical violinist who has performed
around the world with prestigious orchestras and renowned conductors.
Baiba has previously performed with the London Philharmonic Orchestra
and the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra. In 2019, she made an
appearance at the Orchestre Symphonique de Montréal’s Classical Spree
festival and the Grafenegg Festival with Vienna's Tonkdinstler Orchestra.
An internationally sought-after chamber musician, Baiba also sings as
part of a long-established duo with her sister Lauma. She is anticipating
the release of her Bartok recording with the WDR Sinfonieorchester and
Eivind Aadland.

Diva Tommei

ITALY

Founder and CEO of Solenica, inventor of smart
lighting robot ‘Caia’

Diva is an Italian scientist and entrepreneur with a fervent interest in
robotics and sustainability. She channelled her passion by creating a home
robotics start-up Solenica and developed an Al-powered smart mirror
that reflects natural light around the home. The idea to transform indoor
spaces came to Diva while working towards her doctorate in Computational
yin Cambrldge where she spent much of her days inside craving

is also a graduate of the Singularity University programme
ogies at NASA in 2010. She was awarded the Premio
d the Young Global Innovator Award by

e Pleiade International Award for
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SWEDEN

EO of KRY/LIVI

entrepreneur and Co-Founder of KRY,

o the world’s leading healthcare provider by
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Group and Wowallets.



THE NETHERLANDS

Dobrica Veselinovic

SERBIA

Founder of ‘Ministry of Space’ and the Institute
for Urban Policy

Dobrica, from Serbia, has been active in the civil sector in Belgrade for the
past decade, working for various NGOs and jumpstarting projects related
to urban development and education. He has made it his particular mission
to advocate for public spaces and to mobilise citizens to participate in

the politics of city life. Dobrica is the founder of the collective ‘Ministry of
Space’ and ‘Institute for Urban Policy, as well as the new political network
‘Civic Front’ — a network of grassroots initiatives and organisations from
more than 20 cities in Serbia. He is also the leader of the citizen movement
‘Don’t Let Belgrade D(r)own, an initiative that formed in immediate
opposition to the Belgrade Waterfront redevelopment project, but one
whose broader aims include encouraging sustainable development and
giving voice to citizens about the fate of their urban environments.

Vlad Voiculescu

ROMANIA
Politician, economist and patient advocate

Vlad is a Romanian politician, health policy expert and patient advocate. After
pursuing a career in finance, Vlad became active in public service, serving as
the Romanian Finance Minister’s Chief of Staff and then as Minister of Health in
the Dacian Ciolos government. Since 2008, Vlad has been involved in patient
advocacy, both at the national and European level. He is the founder of an
international network of volunteers that helped over 2,500 cancer patients
receive essential medicines that were missing in Romania, a story that featured
in the HBO documentary The Network’. Vlad is also the Co-Founder of
MagiCAMP, which seeks to provide support to children diagnosed with cancer
and other serious illnesses. For this work, the European Parliament awarded Vlad
its ‘European Citizen's Prize.




Lea Wermelin

DENMARK
Danish Minister for the Environment

Lea is the Danish Minister for the Environment in the Mette Frederiksen
government. She describes herself as a ‘classic Social Democrat’ who
strongly believes in equality and the power of community. As the
daughter of a primary school teacher, she is passionate about the

role of education as an instrument for social change. Lea became

a passionate environmental advocate growing up in Bornholm, a
community-tight Danish island with leading policies on circular
economy, waste reduction and recycling. She has been involved in
politics for the past decade, originally serving as a Board Member of
the youth wing of the Social Democratic party. She has also worked in
Tanzania on local democracy projects.

IRELAND




Friends of Europe
Connect. Debate. Change.

+32 2 300 29 92
info@friendsofeurope.org
friendsofeurope.org

Friends of Europe is a leading think-tank that connects people, stimulates debate
and triggers change to create a more inclusive, sustainable and forward-looking Europe.
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