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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The need for a stronger strategic relationship between the European Union (EU) and 
Asia was the subject of lively debate at a Friends of Europe high-level Policy Summit 
held in Brussels on 21 June 2011. Although the economic relationship between the 
EU and Asia is buoyant, dynamic and firmly established, participants highlighted the 
importance of fostering deeper political cooperation, with both sides sharing valuable 
experience in areas like human security and climate change. Giles Merritt, Friends 
of Europe Secretary General, introduced the day’s debate by arguing that the EU 
needed to become more closely involved in Asia, saying Europe is “pressed to the 
windowpane to the East, looking in but not inside”. The aim is to develop stronger 
partnerships, he said.

Shada Islam, Head of Friends of Europe’s newly-launched Asia Programme, said 
that sustained Europe-Asia cooperation was “critical in tackling the key global 
challenges of the 21st Century”. The EU and Asia had to set out a new agenda for 
future cooperation, she said.

Europe and Asia are important trading partners, together accounting for half of the 
globe’s GDP and over 60 per cent of international trade. The EU is negotiating a host 
of bilateral Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) with Asian countries, including Singapore, 
Malaysia, Vietnam and India. The EU-South Korea FTA entered into force on 1 July 
2011 and just recently the EU and Japan agreed to start a ‘scoping exercise’ on a 
bilateral FTA. 

Several of the day’s speakers underlined the importance of these trade links, 
particularly in the face of the economic crisis which swept the globe in 2008-2009. 
The global economic slowdown showed the resilience of many Asian economies 
which have managed to maintain high growth rates despite the downturn, overtaking 
the performance of many European states. According to keynote speaker Kristalina 
Georgieva, European Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid 
and Crisis Response, "Asia is a locomotive for growth and the whole world relies on 
it to drive us forward to recovery".
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The Commissioner, however, warned Asian countries about the risks of pursuing 
economic growth at all costs, arguing that one of the key challenges the region faces 
is how to mitigate environmental degradation. “Studies have shown that the ‘grow 
first, clean up later’ theory is not always optimal,” she noted. “Population growth, 
the expansion of economic activities and urbanisation mean we have to much more 
aggressively deal with the issue of environmental sustainability.” The need to mitigate 
and adapt to climate change is one of today’s most pressing global challenges, she 
added. The Commissioner called on the EU to support Asia in preparing for and 
dealing with natural disasters. “We have the means to deal with the problems of the 
future. The question is whether we can muster the political will required to face these 
challenges,” she said.

Participants voiced a willingness to see Europe transform its economic muscle 
into political clout, with many arguing that Europe needed to deal with the growing 
perception that it was an “economic giant but a political dwarf” in Asia. Commissioner 
Georgieva asked Asian countries to give Europe a seat at the East Asia Summit, 
Asia’s leading security forum. Asian panellists argued, however, that despite the 
entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty and the creation of a European External Action 
Service, the EU is still unable to “speak with one voice”. Europe would have to work 
much harder to boost its credentials in Asia, they said. 

As regards Asian security, the audience heard that the EU’s soft power – so called 
hearts and minds diplomacy – is overshadowed by the military hard power of the 
United States. Discussions focused on cooperation among Asian countries and the 
EU’s anti-piracy naval operation off the coast of Somalia, the situation in Afghanistan 
and the increasingly volatile political landscape in Pakistan. India-Pakistan relations 
were also discussed.

Drawing the discussions to a close, Giles Merritt argued that Asia is a “test bench” 
on which EU foreign policy should be constructed. “The elements we talked about 
related to security are very much in Europe’s interests, and we must really try to make 
something of the External Action Service,” he argued. “We now have the embryo of 
a foreign ministry, but we are a long way from having a foreign policy.”
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EUROPE - ASIA  
DIALOGUE TO TACKLE  
NEW CHALLENGES

Introducing the debate at the first Friends of Europe high-level Policy Summit 
on “Europe and the Asian Century”, Giles Merritt, Secretary General of Friends 
of Europe, underlined that the European Union (EU) needs to become more 
closely involved in Asia. Instead of actively engaging with rising Asia, Europe 
is “pressed to the windowpane to the East, looking in”, he said. The European 
Union (EU) and Asia have buoyant, dynamic and firmly established trade and 
economic relations. The conference, however, highlighted the importance 
of fostering deeper political cooperation, with both sides capable of sharing 
valuable experience in areas like human security and climate change.

Shada Islam, Head of Friends of Europe’s recently-launched Asia Programme, 
pointed out that the relationship between Europe and Asia is “seriously under-
developed” and argued that sustained cooperation is “critical in tackling the key 
global challenges of the 21st Century”. The two regions must therefore look to 
establish a new agenda for future cooperation, she stated. Sajjad Karim MEP, 
the European Parliament Rapporteur on the EU-India Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA) further stressed the relevance of the debate saying that “if there was ever 
a need to ensure that much more was being done to develop the relationship 
between the EU and Asia, it is now”.

In her keynote address to the Policy Summit, Kristalina Georgieva, European 
Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis 
Response said the economic crisis which swept the globe in 2008-2009, 
demonstrated the resilience of many Asian economies which managed to 
maintain high growth rates despite the downturn, overtaking the performance 
of several European states. “We know from the data that, in terms of 
economic performance, we are already living in the ‘Asian Century’”, said the 
Commissioner. She highlighted the impressive prospects for many countries in 
the region, not just the established powerhouses such as China and Japan, and 
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noted that Asia “contributes tremendously to global economic performance”. 
"Asia is a locomotive for growth and the whole world relies on it to drive us 
forward to recovery," Georgieva underlined. 

Prosperity means responsibility
The Commissioner insisted that “with wealth comes responsibility”. “The place 
in history of the Asian Century,” she said, will therefore depend on how well 
the region addresses what she perceives to be the three main challenges: how 
to manage inequality and provide access to prosperity for all, how to achieve 
economic growth while maintaining the quality of the environment, and how 
to cope with the increasing intensity and frequency of natural disasters. “In all 
these areas, Europe has acquired, sometimes painfully, valuable experience 
which we would like to share,” she added. She was nonetheless cautious, 
pointing out that there is no silver bullet and highlighting the ongoing struggle 
the EU faces in attempting to overcome these challenges.

The importance of establishing a genuine dialogue between Europe and Asia 
was highlighted as an important step in fostering deeper cooperation, with 
Georgieva arguing that if the Asian Century is to produce prosperity “dialogue 
is the only way to go”. “The EU should play a big part in this,” she added. 

“We know from the data that, in terms of 
economic performance, we are already  

in the ‘Asian Century’. Asia is a locomotive 
for growth and the whole world relies on  

it to drive us forward to recovery.”
Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner  

for International Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and  
Crisis Response
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Different paths to regional integration
Yeo Lay Hwee, Director of the EU Centre in Singapore, underlined that EU-Asia 
relations must be a genuine two-way street, with both sides learning from each 
other. “There is a perception in Asia that there is more of a monologue, rather 
than a dialogue,” she noted. “The challenge is for the EU to listen more” to what 
Asians have to say. 

While the EU may have a great deal of advice to offer, several participants were 
also keen to stress that the EU must avoid what Philomena Murray, Jean 
Monnet Chair of the School of Social and Political Sciences at the University of 
Melbourne, described as “integration snobbery”. In particular in the experience 
with the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), there has been a 
propensity to describe the European experience as a “model”, she said, arguing 
that the EU could be criticised for engaging in a form of integration snobbery 
whenever European policymakers told Asian countries that “our integration is 
better than your regionalism”. 

The sentiment was shared by other panellists, who challenged the notion that 
the EU could or should “teach” Asia how to deal with the challenges it faces. 
“The EU has every interest in working closely with our Asian counterparts to 
help the region develop, prosper and thrive,” said David O’Sullivan, Chief 
Operating Officer of the European External Action Service. “We can help them 
with as much integration as they want to have. But this does not necessarily 

“There is a perception in Asia that there is more of a monologue, 
rather than a dialogue. The challenge is for the EU to listen more.”

Yeo Lay Hwee, Director of the EU Centre in Singapore
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have to be the EU model... I wouldn’t necessarily advise anybody to try to copy 
in their region what we are doing in ours,” he pointed out. However, O’Sullivan 
stated that there are lessons to be learnt from the EU’s experience.

Edy Prasetyono, Vice Dean of the University of Indonesia’s Faculty of Social 
and Political Science, agreed that “there are different paths to integration”. The 
most important lesson to be drawn from the European experience would be “to 
transform physical violence into institutional conflict,” he said. 

Beyond growth
The increasing frequency and intensity of natural disasters which have struck 
both developed and developing nations in recent months has thrown the issue 
of climate change mitigation and adaptation into sharp focus – something not 
lost on the people of Asia, who have suffered 91 per cent of fatalities caused 
by natural disasters. “It is very clear that we have to factor in the implications of 
climate change,” said Georgieva. “It is no longer a topic for future generations to 
deal with. It is something we need to deal with now.” Pointing to the Japanese 
earthquake, tsunami and resulting nuclear accident which shook the region 
earlier this year, Georgieva said the reality of the disaster “far exceeded” even 
the worst case scenario anybody had been preparing for.

“The EU has every interest in working 
closely with our Asian counterparts to help 

the region develop, prosper and thrive.”
David O’Sullivan, Chief Operating Officer of  

the European External Action Service

“The best experience we can learn from 
Europe is how to transform physical 

violence into institutional conflict.”
Edy Prasetyono, Vice Dean of the University of 

Indonesia’s Faculty of Social and Political Science
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Georgieva called for joint EU-Asian actions to tackle natural disasters. “We have 
the means to deal with the problems of the future including managing climate 
change and the implications of increased disasters. The question remains 
whether we can muster the political will required to tackle these challenges,” 
she said. “I hope we will. I hope this is an area where the EU and Asia can join 
forces for the benefit of our children and their future,” she added.

The Commissioner cautioned Asian countries against pursuing economic 
growth at all costs, arguing that one of the key challenges the region faces 
is how to mitigate environmental degradation. “Studies have shown that the 
‘grow first, clean up later’ theory is wrong,” she said. “Population growth, the 
expansion of economic activities and urbanisation mean we have to deal much 
more aggressively with the issue of environmental sustainability.” Drawing on 
her extensive experience as an environmental economist at the World Bank, 
Georgieva stressed that failing to do so would “undermine the very thing you 
are trying to achieve: growth”, explaining the results of a study carried out in the 
1990s which pegged the cost of environmental degradation to the burgeoning 
Chinese economy in the region of eight per cent – exactly equivalent to its 
economic growth rate at the time.

Kristalina Georgieva, EU Commissioner for International Cooperation, Humanitarian 
Aid and Crisis Response, calls for joint EU-Asian actions to tackle natural disasters.
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EU: ECONOMIC GIANT,  
POLITICAL DWARF?

Participants voiced a willingness to see Europe transform its economic muscle 
into real political clout, with many arguing that the EU needs to deal with the 
growing perception that it is an “economic giant but a political dwarf” in Asia. 
“To be considered a comprehensive global power, trade alone is not enough,” 
argued Lay Hwee. Whether there is sufficient appetite in the East for intensified 
cooperation remains unclear, however. “The public perception of the EU 
is of an actor in decline. I’m not saying the EU is weak, but that its relative 
importance is declining,” argued Prasetyono, adding: “There is a growing 
perception of the EU as an inward looking trade bloc.” Lay Hwee identified 
this “protectionist” attitude as the greatest challenge for EU-Asia relations. 
Moreover, Mohamed Munir Abdul Majid, Chairman of Malaysia Airlines and 
a Member of the Malaysia-Europe Forum Board of Trustees, said “there is a 
feeling that Europe is down. Down, but not out”. “In that situation there is a 
tendency to be introspective and defensive,” he added. 

O’Sullivan was more optimistic, saying the EU “remains a politically and 
economically important bloc” on the global stage. “We need to pour a little 
water in the wine,” he said. “I don’t dispute the basic thesis that Europe’s 
relative importance in the world will decline as Asia rises. I don’t view that with 
anything other than equanimity. I’m delighted to see other parts of the world 
growing and becoming more prosperous. But don’t forget that the EU is still 

“There is a feeling that Europe is down. 
Down, but not out.”

Mohamed Munir Abdul Majid, Chairman  
of Malaysia Airlines and a Member of the  

Malaysia-Europe Forum Board of Trustees
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the largest economy in the world, it is still the largest trading bloc, the largest 
investor of foreign direct investment and hosts the largest stock of foreign 
direct investment coming in.”

His comments were backed up by Jochum Haakma, Chief Advisor of Public 
Affairs European Region at Huawei Technologies Company Ltd, who argued 
that China, the region’s dominant player, has shifted its perception of the bloc 
in recent years, with Premier Wen Jiabao calling for greater engagement at the 
seventh EU-China Summit in 2004. “The EU had been seen as a conglomerate 
of separate states, rather than as a cohesive bloc,” he noted. However, he said 
that China received three “wake-up calls” that reinforced the importance of 
the EU as a genuine partner: EU support for China’s membership of the World 
Trade Organization (WTO); the introduction of the single European currency; 

Chandran Nair continues the discussion with participants during  
the networking lunch.
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and EU enlargement. “All of a sudden it became clear that the Chinese were 
talking with a large, well-off trade bloc,” said Haakma. 

Explaining Europe’s complexities
The complexity of EU institutions and decision-making machinery has, however, 
been criticised both at home and beyond its borders, eroding its image as a 
credible global political and security force. Karim noted that “as soon as you 
leave the bubble of Brussels, Europeans find it very difficult to understand what 
the EU is”. In fact, Murray added that “the further away you get, the more 
complex the EU looks, and the more irrelevant these complexities appear”.

The reforms set in train by the EU’s Lisbon Treaty to bring greater coherence 
to European foreign policy seem to many Asians to have made things worse. 
The Lisbon Treaty and creation of the European External Action Service (EEAS) 

“The EU had been seen as a conglomerate of separate states,  
rather than as a cohesive bloc.”

Jochum Haakma, Chief Advisor of Public Affairs European Region at  
Huawei Technologies Company Ltd

“As soon as you leave the bubble 
of Brussels, Europeans find it very 

difficult to understand what the EU is.”
Sajjad Karim, the European Parliament Rapporteur 

on the EU-India Free Trade Agreement
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had created the expectation that the EU would be able to “speak with one 
voice”. However, the jury is still out on whether this is on the cards. O’Sullivan 
argued that it would take “years or even decades” to establish a fully integrated 
foreign policy. In the meantime, he said, “we have to work with what we’ve 
got.” “The Lisbon Treaty helps, but at the end of the day it comes down to 
political willingness of our member states to integrate more closely on these 
policy issues,” he said. 

It became clear from the debates, that if the EU is serious about engaging 
with Asia at the highest strategic level, it needs to move beyond its trade 
cooperation and become a real political and security actor in the region. EU 
membership of the East Asia Summit (EAS), the leading Asian security forum, 
is important if Europe and Asia were to become strong partners in security, 
according to Georgieva and other European panellists. This is ever more 
relevant given the decision to open the doors of the EAS to the United States 
and Russia. Brendan Nelson, Australian Ambassador to the EU and former 
Defence Minister, said this expansion of the EAS beyond current members 
which include the ten members of ASEAN plus Australia, China, India, Japan, 
New Zealand and South Korea, suggested that Asian countries were expanding 
their discussions on security. Commissioner Georgieva said it was important 
that Asian countries offered a seat at the EAS table to the EU. Asian panellists, 
however, were far from convinced. “Who will represent the EU at the Summit? 
Will the EU want three, four seats at the table? It sounds petty but it is easier for 
the Asians to consider the EU joining the EAS if the EU can decide how it will 
be represented”, said Lay Hwee. “This is something that ASEAN has to think 
about. ASEAN has always been the centrifugal force in all these integrated 
international efforts,” said Majid.
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TALKING TRADE

The panel on EU-Asia economic relations noted that Europe and Asia are 
important trading partners, together accounting for half of the globe’s GDP 
and over 60 per cent of international trade. Trade between the two regions is 
booming. The EU is currently focused on negotiating FTA's with several key 
Asian countries. After several years of negotiations with South Korea, the EU 
signed its first FTA with an Asian country early this year. The agreement entered 
into force on 1 July 2011. The EU is also negotiating a host of bilateral FTAs with 
other Asian countries, including Singapore, Malaysia, Vietnam and India. 

Several hundred participants attended the first Friends of Europe high-level Policy 
Summit on EU-Asia relations.
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Following the EU-Japan summit that took place in May this year, leaders agreed 
to start a “scoping exercise” on a bilateral FTA, which Helena König, Head of Unit 
for Relations with the Far East at the European Commission Directorate General 
for Trade, identified as an “enormous undertaking” between two of the world’s 
largest trading entities. Japan has since a few years sought a FTA or an Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the EU. Until recently Europeans have been less 
enthusiastic about such a deal, arguing that Japan must first show a readiness to 
tackle non-tariff and regulatory barriers and not just work on reducing tariffs.

Reconciling Doha and Free Trade Agreements
Toyohisa Kozuki, Deputy Director General for European Affairs at Japan’s Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, welcomed the agreement between Japan and the EU to start 
the process of negotiation of an EPA as well as a binding agreement on political 
cooperation. He stressed the importance of this process as an essential part for 
deepening relationship comprehensively. "Japan and the EU are global partners 
sharing common values, and there are many potential areas to work together... 
The initiation of this FTA is a very important step in strengthening comprehensive 
economic cooperation between the EU and Japan," he said. Differences remain 
however over how to address issues including tariffs and non-tariff measures, 
services, investment and competition. In this context, König warned that there 
will be tough talks ahead. “It’s going to be a difficult discussion and both sides 
are aware of that,” she said.

Official talks on a region-wide FTA between the EU and ASEAN came to a halt 
in 2009 after two years of negotiations. Nonetheless, König insisted that it is 

“The initiation of this FTA is a very  
important step in strengthening 
comprehensive economic cooperation 
between the EU and Japan."
Toyohisa Kozuki, Deputy Director General for European Affairs 
at Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
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important to press ahead with bilateral agreements, which may help in the long 
term to find a common ground for a regional bilateral agreement. “I do think 
these agreements are a necessity,” she added, stressing that it is essential for 
the EU to “get back into Asia”. “We have to create the best possibilities for our 
companies to access the Asian market,” said König. 

This, however, must be seen in the context of the Doha Development 
Agenda negotiations, which have been ongoing for the past 10 years under 
the auspices of the WTO. While there is widespread frustration at the lack of 
progress towards reaching an agreement, König said the EU remains “strongly 
committed” to the process. “It is not incompatible to go for ambitious FTAs 
while keeping the pressure up in the WTO,” she argued.

Xiaodong Wang, Counsellor of the Director General Office in the WTO, however, 
highlighted the risks of a proliferation of bilateral FTAs. “I am concerned about 
the spaghetti bowl of regulation,” he said. “This is more dangerous to the 
multilateral trading system than tariffs.” 

The problem is, however, that the lack of progress at the multilateral level 
compels individual countries to pursue bilateral FTAs. “Doha is not working 

“It is not incompatible to go for ambitiousFAT's while keeping  
the pressure up in the WTO.”

Helena König, Head of Unit for Relations with the Far East  
at the European Commission Directorate General for Trade
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fast enough” and therefore “countries turn to bilateral FTAs to ensure targeted 
market access”, said Wang. 

Halt to consumption-driven growth 
Chandran Nair, Founder and CEO of the Global Institute For Tomorrow (GIFT) in 
Hong Kong, said that Asia must reject what he described as “consumption driven 
growth.” The focus should be on progress and human development, rather than 
on a never-ending push for economic growth, he said. “We need to change our 
trajectory. We need to retard growth to protect the environment,” he underlined. 

“By 2050 there will be 5.5 billion people in Asia. It’s a no brainer that we have to 
change our consumption habits. We are eating up the planet; we are decimating 
large tracks of land across Asia. To talk about restraints, you immediately become 
a pariah. All the signs suggest we are on the wrong track, but we are in denial,” 
said Nair. 

“I am concerned about the spaghetti bowl 
of regulation. This is more dangerous to  
the multilateral trading system than tariffs.”
Xiaodong Wang, Counsellor of the Director General Office  
in the World Trade Organization

“To talk about restraints, you immediately 
become a pariah. All the signs suggest  
we are on the wrong track, but we are  
in denial.”
Chandran Nair, Founder and CEO of the Global Institute  
For Tomorrow in Hong Kong
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SECURITY COOPERATION:  
SOFTLY, SOFTLY?

In the field of security, several panellists agreed that the EU’s strength lies in 
its “soft power” and its status as a “regulatory superpower” in world affairs. 
According to Prasetyono, it is through this “hearts and minds diplomacy” that 
the EU can have an impact on regional and global security. “The EU is better 
positioned to be a soft regional power,” he said. “The EU is seen as a normative 
power, in terms of its soft power and I think this is where it has its future in Asia,” 
added Murray. “But we must also remember that it is a regulatory superpower, 
bar none.” 

As regards Asian security, the audience heard that the EU’s soft power is, 
however, overshadowed by the military hard power of the United States. “Asia is 
a land of opportunity, but also a land of challenges, including traditional security 
challenges,” argued Lay Hwee. “When we look at who can be a real player in 
the region, we still look for hard power. Soft power needs to be backed up by 
hard power if it is going to work. That is the reason why the EU has never really 
been taken seriously as a strategic security partner,” she added. Ummu Salma 
Bava, Professor of European Studies at India’s Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
said that while the EU is recognised as an economic power, when it comes to 
security, countries such as India would prefer to operate at the bilateral level with 
individual European states.

“The EU is seen as a normative power, in 
terms of its soft power, and I think this is 

where it has its future in Asia.”
Philomena Murray, Jean Monnet Chair of the School of 

Social and Political Sciences at the University of Melbourne
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David O’Sullivan, Chief Operating Officer of the EEAS,  
argues that there are lessons to be learnt from the EU’s experience.
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Summarising the security challenges, Shada Islam noted that the Asian region 
is home to some “potentially dangerous hotspots”. “Our region is essentially 
stable but has the potential to be quite unstable given the historical disputes 
and enmities which remain unresolved,” added Nelson, identifying nuclear non-
proliferation in the Korean peninsula, the fractious relationship between North 
Korea and its neighbours, the South China Sea, cyber security, maritime security, 
counter terrorism and people smuggling, as just some of the issues security 
chiefs must get to grips with. Kozuki pointed out that many uncertainties still 
remain in East Asia and emphasized how security in East Asia and Europe are 
interconnected. 

Tensions in Pakistan, Afghanistan
Following Osama Bin Laden’s death at the hands of US military forces earlier this 
year, a key theme of the security discussions was the situation in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. “Seen from the outside, Pakistan is a major source and contributor 
to international insecurity. The country is racked by civil war and there are more 
victims of terrorism in Pakistan than outside,” said Athar Hussain, Director of 
the Asia Research Centre at the London School of Economics. “But it would be 
wrong to say Pakistan is a terrorist state,” he said. 

“Our region is essentially stable but has the potential  
to be quite unstable given the historical disputes and  

enmities which remain unresolved.”

Brendan Nelson, Australian Ambassador to the EU and former Defence Minister
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The relationship between events in Afghanistan and Pakistan is crucial. “Pakistan 
has a stake in Afghanistan, and the international community cannot fight any war 
in Afghanistan without Pakistan’s help,” argued Hussain. “Isolating Pakistan will 
not help, it will backfire,” he added, because to do so would simply encourage 
those elements that are sympathetic to terrorism.

Afghanistan after 2014
When it comes to Afghanistan, the next three years will be “crucial”, said 
Jamie Shea, Deputy Assistant Secretary General of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). “We must make sure that we do not drop the ball between 
now and 2014,” he said. With the drawdown of coalition forces starting in 
Afghanistan, the key question is to what extent NATO troops will be able to 
maintain effective leverage over the Taliban. “How do you draw down and still 
maintain the critical ability to influence events?” Shea asked. 

Despite pressure to pull back troops from the country, Shea warned that 
the credibility of the international community rests on its ability to secure an 
“irreversible process” of change. Shea said it was “totally wrong” to question 
continuing engagement in Afghanistan. “The mission against Osama Bin Laden 

“Pakistan has a stake in Afghanistan, and the 
international community cannot fight any war  
in Afghanistan without Pakistan’s help. Isolating 
Pakistan will not help, it will backfire.”
Athar Hussain, Director of the Asia Research Centre at  
the London School of Economics

“We must make sure that we do not drop  
the ball between now and 2014.”
Jamie Shea, Deputy Assistant Secretary General of  
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
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was mounted from Afghanistan. Our ability to influence the security situation in 
Pakistan depends to some extent on the profile we keep in Afghanistan,” he 
argued. “If Afghanistan is left as a mess, who’s to say that we wouldn’t end up 
with the same situation we had before 2001? We need a long-term engagement, 
but unfortunately this is not a very popular argument.” 

Shea’s comments were echoed by Bava who argued that there is an element of 
“engagement fatigue” among citizens. “The problem is that military exit lines do 
not tally with nation building timelines, and I think that it is something we need 
to think about,” she said. “Nation building is about long timelines. There is no 
stomach in Europe for that kind of engagement anymore,” Bava added. A “huge 
question mark” remains over whether the exit strategy would lead to long-term 
stability, she said. 

Combating terrorism
Tim Jones, Principal Advisor to the EU Counter Terrorism Coordinator, was also 
quick to play down the death of Bin Laden as a definitive moment in improving 
the security situation. “Al Qaeda still exists. It still has resonance and power which 
encourages ordinary people to train to become terrorists,” he said. “We have to 
recognise that there are several hundred people wandering around Europe that 
have been to a terrorist training camp.” The question therefore is how the EU 
should respond to this threat. “Europe, as an actor in this type of security, is still a 

“Nation building is about long timelines, but there is no stomach  
in Europe for that kind of engagement anymore.”

Ummu Salma Bava, Professor of European Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University, India
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novice,” said Jones, which means there is a need to look closely at where the EU 
can add value. "Our answer to that question so far has been around the criminal 
justice model of counter-terrorism,” he added. 

The long-standing tension between India and Pakistan was also raised as an 
important element in the EU’s engagement in the region, with Islam arguing that 
India has shown “a great deal of restraint” in dealing with the insecurity and the 
risks Pakistan poses to the region. “India and Pakistan are talking, and that is 
extremely important,” responded Bava referring to the recent resumption of high-
level talks that have been stalled since the 2008 Mumbai terrorist attacks. She 

“Al Qaeda still exists. It still has resonance  
and power which encourages ordinary people  
to train to become terrorists.”
Tim Jones, Principal Advisor to the EU Counter Terrorism Coordinator

Panellists continue to exchange views after the session.
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agreed nonetheless, that “there is no doubt that a downturn in the India-Pakistan 
relationship spills into a number of other issues, and it can be seen played out 
in Afghanistan”.

Anti-piracy cooperation 
With several potential flashpoints in the region, the EU Naval Force (EUNAVFOR), 
Operation Atlanta in Somalia, combating the threat of piracy in the area, 
was pointed out as an example of security cooperation between the EU and 
Asian countries. Rear Admiral Guido Rando, EUNAVFOR Deputy Operation 
Commander, outlined the important role the fleet of several warships plays 
in defending the trading routes off the coast of Somalia since the operation, 
which is mandated until December 2012, was launched two and a half years 
ago. He highlighted that Europeans "are not alone in the area. There are many 
other countries operating there, including several Asian countries”. With pirates 
extending the range of their operations through the use of mother ships, the area 
these forces are responsible for patrolling is widening. 

“The area to cover is bigger than the whole of Europe”, the Rear Admiral said. 
“It appears strange that our forces are not able to do more, but it is not easy to 
cover such an area.” As piracy extends deeper into the Indian Ocean, further 
cooperation with Asian countries could thus expand the strategic ties and 
expertise between the two regions. There are several missions operating in the 
waters off the coast of Somalia, and the Rear Admiral stressed the importance 
of good cooperation among all units. “We must coordinate our efforts, even if 
we have different mandates,” he argued. “I believe we have had good success 
in coordinating our actions.” He stressed however, that there are limits to the 
capacity of the mission. “We are dealing with the symptoms of piracy,” he said. 
“The problem is that the solution to piracy is far beyond our means. We are just 
operating at sea and we are all aware that this will never solve the problem of 
piracy, which lies ashore.”

“We are not alone in the area. There are many 
other countries operating there, including 

several Asian countries.”
Rear Admiral Guido Rando, Deputy Operation Commander  

EU Naval Force
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THE WAY AHEAD

Drawing the discussions to a close, Merritt argued that there were three key issues 
to emerge. “It is clear that global rules are the key to the 21st Century and they will 
not be set by one region alone. But Europe and Asia can do an awful lot together to 
reconcile our different interests,” he said. “When it comes to trade and investment, 
we’ve got to get beneath the surface of the negative feelings towards one another, 
which have been created largely by economic frictions. A lot more work needs to 
be done on the costs-benefits of what closer ties are going to be.”

Although “the jury is still out on soft power”, Merritt believes that Asia is a “test 
bench” on which EU foreign policy should be constructed. “The elements we 
talked about related to security are very much in Europe’s interests, and we must 
really try to make something of the EEAS.” “We now have the embryo of a foreign 
ministry, but we are a long way from having a foreign policy,” he concluded. Overall, 
the Summit’s debates highlighted that Europe and Asia can mutually benefit from 
increased strategic cooperation, but forging deeper ties will require time, effort and 
visionary thinking by both regions.

Co-moderators Giles Merritt and Shada Islam spark a lively debate.
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ANNEX I - PROGRAMME
09.00 – 9.30 Welcome coffee and registration of participants
09.30 – 10.00  Keynote address by: Kristalina Georgieva,  

European Commissioner for International Cooperation, 
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response.

SESSION I THE QUEST FOR A NEW EU-ASIA STRATEGY
10.00 – 11.30 

The EU faces tough competition as it seeks a higher political profile, stronger 
business presence and more trade with Asia’s booming economies. The stakes 
are high: if current trends continue, Asia could account for half of global GDP 
by 2050, opening up new opportunities for EU-Asia political cooperation as 
well as trade and investment ties. Asia’s fast track to growth is conditional on 
access to cutting-edge technologies to deal with the challenge of urbanisation, 
climate change as well as the establishment of stronger institutions and good 
governance. Is Europe ready to facilitate Asia’s growth trajectory or are Europe 
and Asia doomed to compete for markets and ever-scarcer resources? How 
can the EU correct the impression that it has ignored and neglected Asia and as 
a result is becoming increasingly irrelevant in the region? Just how can Europe 
rebuild its credibility and credentials in Asia? Can the EU correct the impression 
that it is still an economic giant but a political dwarf? Can the EU inject “strategy 
and vision” into its Asian partnerships? 

Jochum Haakma Chief Advisor of Public Affairs European Region,  
Huawei Technologies

Toyohisa Kozuki  Deputy Director General for European Affairs, Ministry  
of Foreign Affairs Japan

Philomena Murray  Jean Monnet Chair, School of Social and Political 
Sciences, University of Melbourne

David O'Sullivan  Chief Operating Officer, European External Action  
Service (EEAS)

Edy Prasetyono  Vice Dean, Faculty of Social and Political Science, 
University of Indonesia

Co-moderated by Giles Merritt, Secretary General of Friends of Europe, and 
Shada Islam, Head of the Asia Programme at Friends of Europe

11.30 – 12.00 Coffee break
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SESSION II BOOSTING EU-ASIA ECONOMIC TIES
12.00 – 13.30 

Asia’s rapidly changing economic landscape provides many opportunities for 
European companies seeking to increase trade and investments flows to the 
region. Asian companies, meanwhile, are emerging as strong global players, 
determined to step up their presence in Europe. Boosting EU-Asia economic ties, 
however, means dealing with a host of questions such as the obstacles European 
companies face as they compete for markets in Asia, especially against local 
firms? How can European companies sharpen their competitive edge in Asia? 
What are the key areas where Asia and Europe can share expertise, experience 
and technology? How effectively do Asian governments protect international 
trademarks and brands? What kind of a welcome does Europe extend to Asia’s 
leading global enterprises? Which are the most attractive European destinations 
for Asian investors? Can Europe benefit further from ongoing Asian economic 
initiatives, including free trade deals being negotiated by many Asian countries? 
How can the EU help European companies to export to Asia?

Sajjad Karim MEP European Parliament Rapporteur on the EU-India 
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Member of the 
European Parliament Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy

Helena König Head of Unit for Relations with the Far East, 
European Commission Directorate General for Trade 

Yeo Lay Hwee  Director of the EU Centre, Singapore
Mohd Munir Abdul Majid  Chairman of Malaysia Airlines and Member of the 

Malaysia-Europe Forum Board of Trustees 
Chandran Nair  Founder and CEO of the Global Institute For 

Tomorrow, Hong Kong
 Xiaodong Wang  Counsellor of the Director General Office in the World 

Trade Organization (WTO)

Co-moderated by Giles Merritt, Secretary General of Friends of Europe, and 
Shada Islam, Head of the Asia Programme at Friends of Europe

13.30 – 14.30 Networking lunch
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SESSION III EU AND ASIA PARTNERS IN SECURITY
14.30 – 16.00 

The jury is still out on whether Osama Bin Laden’s death at the hands of an 
elite US force will weaken the outreach of Al Qaeda and other terrorist groups 
in South and Southeast Asia. The failure of Pakistani intelligence services as 
regards Bin Laden’s whereabouts and the almost-daily havoc caused in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan by Al Qaeda, the Taleban and other terrorist groups spotlights 
the need for stronger international cooperation tackle the scourge of terrorism. 
Success or failure of international counter-terrorism efforts in South Asia also 
impact strongly on NATO’s mission in Afghanistan and traditionally difficult 
relations between India and Pakistan. What kind of counter-terrorism expertise 
is the EU providing to India and Pakistan? Separately, what is the state of play 
as regards Asia-Europe cooperation to tackle piracy in the seas, especially in the 
pirate-infested waters off the coast of Somalia and other key international trading 
routes? On a broader level, what are the prospects for Europe’s for membership 
of the East Asia Summit, Asia’s most influential security body. 

Athar Hussain Director, Asia Research Centre, London School 
of Economics (LSE)

Tim Jones  Principal Advisor to EU Counter Terrorism 
Coordinator

Brendan Nelson  Australian Ambassador to the EU and former 
Defence Minister

Rear Admiral Guido Rando Deputy Operation Commander, EU Naval Force 
(EUNAVFOR)

Ummu Salma Bava Professor of European Studies, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, India

Jamie Shea  Deputy Assistant Secretary General, Emerging 
Security Challenges Division, North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO)

Co-moderated by Giles Merritt, Secretary General of Friends of Europe, and 
Shada Islam, Head of the Asia Programme at Friends of Europe

16.00 End of summit
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